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In case you donôt already know me, my name is Teli and Iôve been crafting websites for many, 

many  years. In fact, I did the Actors Info Booth website back in the day and one of my own sites 

can be found at telidesign.com. 

I speak various dialects of Geek including (X)HTML, XML, CSS, PHP, MySQL and have coaxed 

Photoshop, Painter, Dreamweaver, Style Master, WordPress, and a slew of other software 

products into doing my bidding.  

If none of that makes sense to you, donôt worry; it was my longwinded way of saying that Iôve 

learned all the hard stuff so you donôt have to and this guide will explain how you can set up your own website without 

banging your face on the desk a dozen times or making your computer feel bad by calling it ugly names out of frustration. 

The first thing you need to know is that this guide is divided into three sections (domain, hosting, design), each building 

on the previous, so itôs important you follow the process in order. Also, donôt expect to get all fancy with your site  just yet. 

Maybe down the roadébut for now, letôs just focus on getting it up and running, shall we? 

Hereôs what youôll need to make it happen: 

¶ A computer with internet access 

¶ Basic computer, internet , and email knowledge 

¶ At least $19.64 to start (plus  $8.95 per month & $9.69 per year thereafter) * 

¶ A few hours, give or take 

*Price at the time of this writing for domain registration and hosting cost with the recommended registrar and webhost. 

Prices, however, are subject to change, so itôs important to verify the information with the companies discussed. 
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What You Need to Understand  
To set up a website, itôs important to have some understanding of what a website is and what goes into it. Essentially, a 

website is your space on the webðlike your homeðwhere you can invite people to visit.  

And as with a home in real life, there are basic elements to it: an address, the dwelling, and the furnishings. Your domain 

nam e is like your address, your webhost  is the dwelling, and the design  is the furnishings. Without one of those 

elements, your website (and your home) would be lacking. 

When you purchase a domain name, sure you have an address, but where will the people mingle when they show up? And 

where would you put all your stuff? An empty lot? You need a dwelling, a container, and thatôs what a webhost providesða 

place for your guests to chill, mail to get delivered, and a space to put all your stuff.  

Sure, those two things would be all you needed to get by, but how cozy and inviting would your home be with no furniture 

or decorum? No very. I mean, would your houseguests want  to sit on the cold, hard floor? Didnôt think so. Thatôs why you 

need something visually appealing and comfortable for your guests, hence, the design. 

See how all the pieces fit together? Good. Now letôs begin. 

Section 1: Domain  
For this section, you will need: 

¶ A computer with internet access 

¶ A credit card or PayPal account and $9.69 

¶ A valid email address 

¶ A valid mailing address 

¶ 15 minutes, give or take 

1.1: Register Your  Domain Name 
Using your web browser of choice, go to NameCheap.com and from the top of the homepage, search for an available 

domain name. Itôs best to use your preferred name combination (usually first and last), but if you have a common name, 

expect it to be taken and have a back up ready.  

Some good options would be your nickname and last name or your first name, middle initial, and last name. Avoid using 

numbers (spelled or numeric) or colloquial spellings. Itôs much easier to tell someone your website is JaneDoe.com than 

Jan3Do3.com. 
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When a name you like is available, click the Add to Cart  button.  

 

If itôs your first time using Namecheap, then click the Standard Checkout  button.  
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On the next page, choose to sign up for a free  account . 

 

When signing up for this new account, youôll need a valid email address and unless you want  to receive periodic mailings 

from Namecheap featuring specials and whatnot, uncheck the box next to ñI wish to receive email from Namecheap 

regarding special offers and newslettersò and make sure you place a checkmark next to ñI have completely read, 

understood and accepted the Registration Agreementò (after reading, understanding, and accepting the Registration 

Agreement, of course). 
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After clicking on the Create A ccount  button, you should automatically redirect to your shopping cart; if not, click on the 

View Cart link in the top right page navigation and click on the Standard Checkout  button again.  

From there, youôll need to enter the domain nameôs registrant contact information. Basically, your name, your email 

address, your phone number, and your mailing address. For some measure of privacy, Namecheap offers WhoisGuard free 

for the first year ($4.88/yr thereafter)ðwhich weôll discuss setting up on the next stepðbut ICANN requires that the 

information provided in this section be valid . If itôs not (in other words, people canôt contact the domain holder), then the 

domain can be yanked from you. 

 

http://www.realactorsblog.com/


An Actorôs Guide to Creating  a Website  on a Budget  by Teli Adlam 
http://www.realactorsblog.com/   

7 
 

Once your contact information is filled in, the next page will ask you about  enabling the WhoisGuardðmake sure there is a 

checkmark next to enable . 

 

The next screen will ask about DNS information ðleave it on the default (Use Our Free Name Servers) for now; weôll come 

back to it in the hosting section. 

http://www.realactorsblog.com/


An Actorôs Guide to Creating  a Website  on a Budget  by Teli Adlam 
http://www.realactorsblog.com/   

8 
 

 

Then double check to make sure all the information is correct before selecting a payment method and finishing up the 

check out process. After youôre finished, wait for the confirmation email, which will double as your receipt. 
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Section 2: Hosting 
For this section, you will need: 

¶ A computer with internet access 

¶ A credit card or PayPal account and $9.95 

¶ A valid billing address & phone number 

¶ A valid email address 

¶ 1 hour 45 minutes, give or take 

2.1: Sign up for a Hosting Account  
My preferred host is HostGator. Iôve used them for a number of years without too many problems and their customer 

service has always been prompt and helpful when I needed themðplus they also offer telephone support at no additional 

cost. However, itôs always a good idea to do your homework before selecting a webhosting company. 

But assuming you trust my judgment (and I am in no way liable for anything that happens to you or your website as a 

result of choosing HostGatorðjust to get that out of the way), then letôs continue. 

From the HostGator homepage, click on Web Hosting  which should bring up a number of shared hosting packages from 

which to choose. Assuming you will only be using a single domain and donôt intend to launch the next coming of YouTube, 

you should be fine with the Hatchling Plan  ($8.95/mo), but if you feel the need to be cautious in case you want to 

expand in the future (even though you could still upgrade  later), then consider the Baby Plan  ($9.95/mo).  

 

Sidebar:  If you want to save a bit of money, you could pay for your hosting plan a year in advance which will give you a 

savings over paying on a month-to-month basis. Of course, the immediate outlay will be more than the first month + set 

up fee. However, itôs your budgetðgo with what you can afford. 

After selecting your desired hosting plan, the next page will ask if you want to register a new domain or use an existing 

domainðthe latter option is the one you want, so check the circle next to ñI will use My Existing Domain and update My 

Nameservers onlyò and in the box below it, type the name of the domain you registered with Namecheap. 
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The next page will give you a quick rundown of what options youôve selected and any available discounts to be applied. 

Check to make sure everything looks good before clicking the Calculate Totals  button.  

 

HostGator gives you one final chance to look over your order to make sure everything is as it should be. If it is, and youôre 

a new customer, make sure you select ñI am a new customerò and click on Continue . 
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This is the moment of truth. You provide HostGator with your name and billing address, decide on a usernam e and 

password combination, input your payment details (credit card or PayPal accepted) and donôt forget to read, comprehend, 

and agree to the Terms of Use, then click on the Verify  My  Order  button to finish.  
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